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REGION 1 - SWIFT CURRENT 
 

 A master plan update project was initiated in 2019 and is expected to be finalized in 2020.  The project 

entailed a comprehensive review and update of the existing master plan which is nearly 10 years 

old.  There was engagement with various airport stakeholders, including current users and potential users 

in the community and region.  Various economic studies were completed and a thorough review of 

current infrastructure was performed.  The core component of the master plan is an ultimate development 

concept, mapping out long-term growth plans to identify areas for new hangars, airfield infrastructure and 

groundside development plans too. 

 The City of Swift Current was successful in accessing the maximum annual allotment of $275,000 from 

the Ministry of Highways “Community Airport Partnership” (CAP) program in 2020.  An asphalt overlay 

was completed on the fueling apron, bringing to an end a multi-year project to overlay a deteriorating 

concrete surface.  A portion of the main apron was also rehabilitated with an asphalt overlay as the 

existing surface had reached the end of the service life.  The most significant work completed was the 

first phase of a major surface rehabilitation on the primary runway (13-31).  Major transverse cracks were 

milled out, refilled and a levelling course of asphalt was laid on approximately two thirds of the 

runway.  The next phase of the project will entail this same process on the remainder of the runway, 

followed by a 40mm finish coat of asphalt on the entire surface.  This work is planned to be completed 

over the next two or three years, dependent upon accessing additional funding.  It was somewhat of a 

challenge to complete the rehabilitation work with the CAP funding approval being delayed due to the 

health pandemic, compounded by contractors being extremely busy this year. 

Submitted by Todd Schultz 

REGION 2 - MOOSE JAW/ASSINIBOIA 
 

 Flying operations at 15 Wing started off normal at the beginning of the year.  As COVID started to take 

hold we stopped flying operations the end of March as per RCAF direction and were sent home with 

direction to limit travel outside of our homes in order to help stay healthy and limit the spread.  Plans 

were put in place to resume operations asap when it was safe to do so.   

 Op Inspirations was initiated and 431 Sqn set off on a Canada wide mission to help boost the morale of 

Canadians.  Op Inspiration was by and large a great success. The tragic Snowbird accident in Kamloops 

ended the mission early and was a big blow to everyone at 15 Wing.  Capt Jenn Casey is sorely missed! 

 15 Wings slowly returned to flying operations in May with the school resuming full operations mid-

summer and 431 Sqn resuming its training later summer.  We are flying with numerous COVID protocols 

in place to help protect everyone.  

 We did not have any reports of close calls with any civilian aviation aircraft this year and have noted that 

aerial applicators are being very proactive and advising us when they did get busy this summer. However, 

flying operations have been limited this year and at a reduced rate so I consider 2020 to be an 

anomaly.  As we have been stating here at 15 Wing, please do not drop your guard. We encourage 

everyone to remain diligent in their lookouts for us and to continue making radio calls when you hear us 

on the radio so we can deconflict with you.   

 I hope everyone remains safe and life returns back to normal sooner than later. 

Submitted by Corey Csada 
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REGION 3 - ESTEVAN/WEYBURN 
 

 No report submitted. 

 

REGION 4 - REGINA 
 

Regina Airport Authority 

 

 Please refer to the 2019 Annual Report 

https://cirrus.myyqr.ca/nextcloud/s/Y6FezJG3jZJBM5x#pdfviewer 

 

Regina Flying Club Report “COVID 2020” 

 
 2020 has been an “interesting” year, as for most…or shall I say all of us? When COVID-19 emergency 

shutdown started in March, it was uncertain what was going to happen in our industry. It was surreal as it 

all unfolded.  

 Here I was promoting a pilot shortage for our industry in schools, career fairs, our Facebook advertising 

etc. Everything came to a standstill… looking grim for the industry, as our world shut down. My thoughts 

were...will I have a job by the end of the year??? As there is no need now, to promote more pilots. How 

will this all unfold??? This was my time to think creatively to figure how to engage folks sitting at home. 

How can new students stay fresh as they sit and wait…worse yet… how do I keep them interested in 

staying in flying…if they think the start of their aviation career is now over, due to COVID! I had to look 

at ways to have other streams of income coming in for our club to sustain us, look at our spending etc. 

What all businesspeople do and look at, when times go not as planned in your business plan. I am sure a 

lot of you shared my thoughts this year, as we shut down our businesses temporarily.  

 This was the time I got in contact with Janet, our SAC President to be able to work along with 

Saskatchewan Health Authority, to get us opened for the first phase of Saskatchewan’s reopening plan. 

As I was told when I inquired about safe practices for Sask businesses on reopening, we would be 

considered phase 3 of the reopening plans. There was no way our school could wait another month or so 

to reopen. The loss of revenues in the 2.5-month office closure, and wage subsidy was not going to cut it 

to survive the year. We are thankful for Janet’s help, and the people she knows in the government 

industry to get our flight schools open in the first phase. Thank you, Janet, for all your help in being an 

advocate for our industry in Saskatchewan.  

 Too much surprise, with the layoffs and furloughs in the airlines… I thought even though we can open… 

will people still want to fly? Heck yes! They were inquiring by the droves, to learn on how they can learn 

to fly. Commercially and recreationally! We started virtual ground school on Zoom,…we held our Rust 

Remover on Zoom! Firsts for RFC in technology! As we have been slow in catching up here up to 2020! 

We have a wait list now for flight training. Which we have not had in the 3 years I have been at RFC. It 

has been great to be busy with flights after the reopening and throughout our summer, of course with 

ATAC safe practices for COVID. A huge thanks to ATAC in putting their document together for safe 

practices, so we all did not have to reinvent the wheel. This has enabled us to get back on track again with 

“safe COVID practices” for flight training. 

 

https://cirrus.myyqr.ca/nextcloud/s/Y6FezJG3jZJBM5x#pdfviewer
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REGION 4 – REGINA (continued) 
 

Regina Flying Club Report “COVID 2020” (continued) 

 
 In my experience in this industry, I have started to see it is cyclical:  since I have survived 9/11, 2008 

downturn in the economy. I saw things turn around, albeit these had a short turn around period. COVID 

may be slightly longer…but we will still need pilots to replace the ones that have retired and make up for 

the shortage. It will just take a little longer. When I was 18… if this pandemic happened…If you asked 

me what I was going to do…I’d still say, “be a pilot!” The naivety of being young! So…I have hope for 

the young folks learning to fly...and the pilots laid off and furloughed right now. The aviation industry 

always comes back!  

 Our airport was quiet, …  I think we generated the aircraft movements more than WestJet and Air Canada 

at the start of COVID.  It was quiet on frequency when you would go flying…. We have slowly got more 

movements happening here in Regina. Our local airport authority is in dire need of more travellers 

coming through the airport for revenues.  

 We saw more local aircraft sold/bought during COVID for general aviation. Which was a positive…good 

to see more general aviation involvement at our airport in Regina. 

 We are happy to see our local CAHS Chapter have zoom meetings to keep the aviation community active 

and safe during these unprecedented times of COVID-19.  

 We hope all is well in your area of the province, and everyone is safe and healthy in your organizations.    

We have to continue to do what we do best as aviators as COVID remains in our lives: aviate, navigate 

and communicate to get us through.  

 Blue Skies!  

Submitted by Audrey Kahovec, General Manager 

 

REGION 5 - YORKTON 
 

 In January a landing fee policy was implemented. This policy exempts single engine piston aircraft while 

charging a per kilogram fee to twin, turbine and jet engine aircraft. We have experienced successful 

compliance with the landing fees. The revenues generated from these fees have been beneficial to help 

with the airport maintenance expenses. 

  Despite the difficult times brought on by the coronavirus, our airport movements have remained strong. 

  In August, a local contractor, Federowich Construction, completed crack sealing on the taxiways and 

aprons. A hot pour sealant was used instead of a cold pour. This allowed the product to cure faster on the 

surface. The product was engineered for very cold climates. 

  Newly implemented this year are reflective rods instead of flags on our runway lights. 

  City of Yorkton applied for CAP funding but was denied. 

  Yorkton continues to be committed to safety, quality, and future growth. We look forward to further 

infrastructure improvements in the years to come. 

Submitted by Don Ingham 
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REGION 6 – SASKATOON 
 

Saskatoon Airport Authority 
 

 Please refer to 2019 Annual Report 

https://skyxe.ca/Portals/0/Annual%20Report%202019_PostCOVID_FINAL.pdf?ver=2020-06-02-

113954-627  

 

Mitchinson Flight Centre 
 

 We started the year strong, with lots of students, continued demand and lots of movement of pilots and 

instructors.  

 We closed to the public from late March until late May, with a gradual re-opening. The ATAC 

recommended practices for re-opening, that were shared with the Sask Health Authority, helped to 

reinstate flight operations, and continue to be used.   

 June, July and August all saw steady increases in flying and so far, autumn is steady. Most of the students 

that were already training pre-COVID, returned to complete their licenses.   

 We’ve seen continued interest and demand for flight training, including those desiring a career in 

aviation.  

 Mitchinson started an online ground school via Moodle/Zoom. We have 20 students attending, most of 

whom want to pursue a career. 

Submitted by Dan Glass 

REGION 7 - ROSETOWN/KINDERSLEY 
 

 No report submitted. 

 

REGION 8 - NORTH BATTLEFORD/LLOYDMINSTER 
 

 No report submitted. 

 

 

https://skyxe.ca/Portals/0/Annual%20Report%202019_PostCOVID_FINAL.pdf?ver=2020-06-02-113954-627
https://skyxe.ca/Portals/0/Annual%20Report%202019_PostCOVID_FINAL.pdf?ver=2020-06-02-113954-627
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REGION 9 - PRINCE ALBERT 
 
Prince Albert (Glass Field) Airport 
 

 The ACAP funded new LED threshold lights & ALCS project completion was delayed 6 months due to 

COVID until June 2021.  

 An Air-Terminal COVID-19 Safety Plan was developed with consultation from the airlines and corporate 

users.   

 Terminal renovations are underway this November which include touchless washroom fixtures. 

 An Airport Strategic Master Plan is under development by HM Aero. Stakeholder consultations took 

place throughout September 2020. Completion of the report is anticipated for February 2021.   

 Due to the new winter maintenance regulations; YPA hours of operation have changed from 0500-

1630hrs to 0500-2000hrs local to ensure certified airport operations are staffed during schedule passenger 

flight operations.    

 CAP provided funds to complete resurfacing of Taxi F, drainage, edge lighting and signs on Taxi B.  

 

Submitted by: Corey Nygaard, Airport Manager, Prince Albert 

 

Birch Hills Airport  
 

 The Birch Hills airport continues to be quite busy with private operators, aerial applicators, and general 

aviation, with both itinerant and fixed base operations. 

 Aircraft maintenance and flight training services are provided by a fixed base operator. 

 A new large hangar was constructed this year. 

 100LL fuel is available at the airport. 

 The Prince Albert Gliding and Soaring Club is very active and continues to fly out of the Birch Hills 

airport. 

 The Birch Hills Flying Club is also very active at the airport and continues to partner with the Town to 

maintain the facility. 

 In 2019 the Town completed the airfield lighting project that was 50/50 cost shared through the 

Community Airport Partnership program. 
 

Submitted by: Tara Gariepy, Town Administrator, Birch Hills 

 

Shellbrook Airport  
 

 The multi-year construction project to upgrade the airport continued this year with more fill added to the 

east end of the runway. Work is expected to continue in future years until the entire runway is upgraded.   

 

Submitted by: George Tomporowski, Mayor, Shellbrook 
 

Submitted by Peter Heal 
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REGION 10 – MELFORT/TISDALE 
 

Melfort 

 

 Melfort airport has been busy this summer.  

 There were 3 aerial applicator operators working out of the airport this past summer with multiple planes 

for each operator.   

 Air ambulance and Stars continues to use the airport regularly.  The new Stars heliport will be finished 

this fall and is adjacent to the Melfort Hospital.  

 Both JetA and Avgas are available through the card lock operated by the City of Melfort.  I think this card 

lock gets used by passing planes quite frequently and the avgas/JetA price is very competitive. 

 Most notably this summer was the repaving of the Apron.  This was done throughout July and finished in 

August.  Melfort received a CAP grant which helped this project.  

 Also, on a positive note, there are currently 2 new hangars being constructed at the airport.   

 Melfort's COPA flight #182 had to cancel our 7th annual Rust Remover planned for April 4th, 2020. 

 We also had to cancel our COPA for kids fly day planned for June 13th, 2020.  This of course was due to 

Covid-19.  

 The COPA flight also put in a wash station in our storage building to allow local pilots to spray and wash 

their plane when needed. 

Submitted by Trent Rae 

Tisdale  

 

 The Tisdale airport continues to be active with both general and business aviation, as well as air 

ambulance and two aerial applicator businesses. 

 A flight school was held this past year with over a dozen students participating.  It was a great to see a 

resurgence of new aviators in the area with additional aircraft to fill most of the 13 hangars. 

 Tisdale Aviation Association/COPA Flight #93 activities were greatly impaired due to the observance of 

Covid restrictions.  Looking forward to getting back to a regular schedule once the pandemic dissipates.  

 The Town of Tisdale continues to do a very good job of operating and maintaining the airport. 

Submitted by Mark Cresswell 

 

REGION 11 - NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 
 

 No report submitted. 

 

  



2019-2020 AREA REPORTS 
Page Seven 

 

 

AIR OPERATIONS ANNUAL REPORT 

(FORMERLY NORTHERN AIR OPERATIONS) 

 

Air Operations begun the year with the retirement of Denis Renaud. Denis was with the Government of 

Saskatchewan for 42 years, of which 21 years were with Northern Air Operations. Denis can be highly 

commended in being instrumental to bringing Northern Air to a valuable service of protecting the Saskatchewan 

public and values at risk against wild fire. Along with being the key driver for the Fleet renewal strategy and the 

upgraded and expanded Hangar facility in La Ronge, now a true state of the art facility. 

 

Peter Boniface with approximately 42 years of experience in the aviation industry, has been with Air Operations 

the past four years and now stepped into Denis’s position as the Director and Operations Manager. 

 

As Northern Air has continued to integrate into the newly formed Saskatchewan Public Safety Agency (SPSA), 

navigating through the developing changes and the threat of COVID has presented many challenges and 

opportunities. Air Operations developed a robust policy for the safety and protection of employees. Thankfully, 

thus far, the operations have progressed un scathed 

 

A key change to note is that Northern Air Operations (NAO) is no longer, the new name within SPSA is now Air 

Operations. 

 

The SPSA is primarily made up of two operational divisions and a corporate division based in Regina. 

 

The operational divisions are Land Operations, a culmination of the former Wild Fire Management and the 

Saskatchewan Emergency Services, based in Prince Albert. The Air Operations is still based in La Ronge with the 

addition of the Helicopter and Detection aircraft, along with the SEAT program and the policy development of the 

Unmanned Vehicles operated by the agency. 

 

A significant impact of the operational ability of Air Operations fleet this past year has been the requirement to 

comply with a TC Airworthiness Directive on the agency’s CL215 fleet of aircraft, this comprehensive inspection 

and repair had 50% of the CL215 aircraft unavailable this past fire season. 

 

Saskatchewan and most of the rest of Canada had one of the quietest fire seasons on record, with the whole fleet 

not flying more than 600hrs for the season, mostly training flights. Good for the environment and fortunately did 

not create any pressures on fleet use or the threat of COVID.  

 

Submitted by Peter Boniface 

Director/Operations Manager – Air Operations, SPSA 
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SASKATCHEWAN POLYTECHNIC/SAC COMMERCIAL PILOT PROGRAM 

 
 The January 2020 program started with 27 students and 23 have returned to complete the fall semester.       

 Covid19 changed the world and fortunately we were able to quickly adapt to distance learning in order to 

complete the first semester.  The current (second) semester is being delivered through distance learning as 

well.             

 Full credit must be given to our dedicated instructors who were able to immediately start using the new 

learning platform (Brightspace).  This has been a completely new technology for most of the instructors 

and will continue to be a ‘work in progress’ as they become more proficient with the technology.         

 Distance learning is also new for most of the students and not everyone adapts to the change at the same 

rate.  Almost everyone, students and instructors, wishes we were back in the classroom but this is the only 

option we have to work with at this time. 

 There are still plenty of seats available for the January 2021 intake.  There is a lot of interest in the 

program but most of these students have just started working towards their PPL’s and may not be 

substantially completed by January.  The 2021 intake will also be delivered by distance learning.            

 The program is in the process of a major revision to align the flight training component with provincial 

educational standards.  We are working closely with our Program Advisory Committee (PAC) and I thank 

them for their efforts and valued input.   

 Thanks again to the many stakeholders of the Commercial Pilot Program including local industry, the 

instructors, Saskatchewan Polytechnic, SAC, our PAC and of course most important of all, the students.  

All have helped and continue to support the Commercial Pilot Program.       

 Stay safe and fly safe. 

  
Submitted by Randall Muzyka 

Program Head 

Saskatchewan Polytechnic Commercial Pilot Program 
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SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGIES 

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ENGINEER PROGRAM 

 

SIIT AME program went into COVID phase 1 lockdown in March, because we had our learning management 

online program running (D2L) we went directly into online learning. Meanwhile Transport Canada and the 

National Training Association (NTA) have been meeting over the COVID lockdown period to allow us to 

accredit the theory training for our online students. When the province went to phase 2, we return to the hangar 

June 4th and completed testing and practical training. Twelve 2nd year students graduated at the end of June and 

Twelve 1st year students completed their training mid-July. Normal classes resumed on the 1st Sept with 12 2nd 

year student and 18 1st year student.  

 

SIIT Saskatoon Aviation Learning Center is prepared to go back to online training with Transport Canada 

approval (IPB 2020-2) with 100% accreditation for theory if the province returns to Phase 1 lockdown. 

 

 
 

Submitted by Jonathan McIvor 
Program Head (PRT) 

Aircraft Maintenance Engineer Program 
Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technologies 

#19-2725 Koyl Avenue 
Saskatoon, SK. S7L 1B8 

Tel Mobile 403 391 8531 
Tel Office   306 343 3416 
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CANADIAN OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION (COPA) 

REPORT FOR SAC 2020 AGM 

 

To: Saskatchewan Aviation Council 

From: COPA National Board of Director- Saskatchewan, Candace Pardo 

Date: October 18, 2020   

 

The Canadian Owner and Pilots Association (COPA) has had a number of changes for the year 2020, including 

new personnel, newly elected Board of Director members and media partnerships. See below for information on 

changes and recent events for COPA national, and the COPA Saskatchewan area.  

 

COPA NATIONAL  
 

On June 22, 2020 COPA welcomed Christine Gervais as our new CEO and President. Christine holds more than 

20 years of experience in the field as a commercial pilot, air traffic controller and level of service manager with 

NAV CANADA. Christine is excited to have taken on her new role, and to be working with each of our members. 

She is available to discuss ideas, suggestions and concerns.  

 

COPA is additionally pleased to welcome two new members to the team. Peter T. Campbell has accepted the 

position of Director, External Relations and will be joining the team on October 19,2020. Peter holds a 

commercial aeroplane and helicopter pilot license with Multi, IFR and Class 2 FI ratings with experience as a 

UAV pilot and Commander of the Task Force Kandahar. Lori-Anne Thibault has accepted the position of 

Communications Coordinator and will be starting October 26, 2020. Lori-Anne holds a degree in Public Relations 

and Communications from the University of Ottawa, as well as a Public Relations diploma from La Cité.  

 

COPA’s Board of Directors had elections this year. Newly elected directors include Henry Vos and Ken 

Zachkewich for Alberta and the Northwest Territories, Brian Pinsent for the Maritimes, and Candace Pardo for 

Saskatchewan. The new directors are excited to serve their term as BOD governors and regional representatives.  

 

COPA is actively communicating with Nav Canada and Transport Canada amidst the pandemic. Communications 

have included the Nav Canada new service changes and the temporary medical certificate extensions with 

Transport Canada. COPA’s work continues even in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

ANNEX BUSINESS MEDIA is additionally welcomed to COPA’s team, as the new publisher for COPA’s 

magazine and e -newsletters. Annex Business Media is the known publisher of the Wings and Helicopter 

magazines. Publications of COPA’s magazine and e-newsletters will be covered by Annex immediately.  

 

COPA has formed a younger generation group for members under the age of 35, COPA’s New Crew. New Crew 

initiatives thus far included pre-pandemic aviation event fly-ins/hang outs and the “GROUNDED” a bi-weekly 

web series brought in partnership with Ottawa’s COPA Flight 8 that discusses aviation topics of interest with 

experts in the field.  

 

COPA National currently has over 14,000 members nationwide.  

 

COPA – SASKATCHEWAN REGION  

 

Saskatchewan COPA members cover 4.72 % of COPA National members nationwide and includes over 690 

members provincially. Saskatchewan currently holds 8 flights, with the hopes of a new flight club emerging soon 

in the southern Saskatchewan area.  
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CANADIAN OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION (COPA) 

REPORT FOR SAC 2020 AGM 

 

To: Saskatchewan Aviation Council 

From: COPA National Board of Director- Saskatchewan, Candace Pardo 

Date: October 18, 2020   

 

Candace Pardo is the new COPA National Board of Director for Saskatchewan. She is a Class 3 flight instructor 

in Yorkton, the Saskatchewan Ambassador for Elevate Aviation and co-founder of Prairie Aviators. Candace has 

had the opportunity to meet with many of our COPA members, and is continually looking forward to meeting 

with each flight and COPA member across the province.  

 

In the midst of COVID-19, many flights across the province have their monthly meets delayed, however COVID-

19 hasn’t deterred aviation from taking flight, with local flights forming “lunch bag” fly-ins to encourage social 

distancing! Recent events were hosted at Melfort, North Battleford, Yorkton, and Swift Current.  

 

At the three most recent fly-ins there were a variety of members and aircraft. North Battleford’s fly-in with the 

Grumman Association hosted over 20+ aircraft owner attendees, Yorkton’s fly in with Prairie Aviators hosted 23 

+ aircraft attendees and Swift Current led by Saskatoon members created a fly in with over 19+ aircraft attendees. 

Members, friends and family flew in and “plane-pooled” from all over Saskatchewan including Yorkton, North 

Battleford, Melfort, Weyburn, Esterhazy, La Ronge, Saskatoon, Regina, Moose Jaw and Swift Current!  

 

Regina COPA flight 4 completed their annual air rally with the Disley EAA Fly-In. This year to encourage 

COVID-19 safe practices, each bag that held the rewarding poker chips included hand sanitizer for all! It was a 

successful event with 22 participants and loads of laughter!  

 

Candace and local flight captains across the province are merging a provincial COPA website and provincial 

social media accounts, to improve communications and inclusivity amongst members. The new website marks the 

first provincial site for COPA. Members in Saskatchewan will have the capability to actively engage with other 

members and flights by individually announcing events, accessing up to date contact information, flight captain 

articles/aviation resources and online social media groups (which can include GA discussions, events and buy/sell 

trades amongst SK members). Expected completion early November 2020.  

 

Online meetings have been encouraged to flight clubs, along with encouragement for members to be aware of 

local airport COVID-19 precautions upon arriving at airports. Online province wide presentations/meetings with 

guest presenters will be kickstarted before the end of the year hosted by Candace and local flight captains.  

 

In the future if you have any COPA related questions or ideas, feel free to contact Candace Pardo, Board of 

Director/Regional Representative for Saskatchewan or Christine Gervais, CEO and President. In the event you are 

unable to reach Christine or Candace, leave your contact details and they will be happy to contact you back. For 

Public Relations or Media, contact Christine Gervais or Lori-Anne Thibault. Follow and Chat with COPA and 

COPA Saskatchewan’s social media: @flyskcopa, @copanational, #flyskcopa #allforflight.  

 

Submitted by Candace Pardo 
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Canadian Aviation Historical Society - Regina Chapter 

Report to the Saskatchewan Aviation Council - October 2020 
 

Like so many other organizations, our chapter has been flummoxed by the Covid-19 pandemic and by the 

measures necessary to address it. That’s a pity, as our 2019 season of speakers had ended on a particularly high 

note, with Doug Chisholm talking about the extraordinary effort to recover a Saskatchewan Government Airways 

Cessna 180 that crashed into a northern lake in 1959, and with two joint projects with 600 Wing of the RCAF 

Association: our annual “Supper with the Snowbirds” event and a Christmas banquet and talk by Regina author-

publisher Deana Driver about her new book (second in a series) on flying tales. 

January saw a talk by Annmarie Aronoff and her husband on Skygrazers, their new documentary on the rise (and 

partial fall) of the International Flying Farmer movement in western Canada, and the people who pluckily carry 

on its tradition. February brought us Joe From, author of a new book on the wartime 33 Elementary Flying 

Training School at Caron, west of Moose Jaw. Chapter member Will Chabun gave a talk to 600 Wing on the 

history of the Saskatchewan Air Ambulance, with emphasis on its early days. 

And then, just like that, we went into a lockdown. 

Our chapter cancelled all spring meetings, though it was able to keep publishing The Windsock, its monthly 

newsletter, always heavy on Saskatchewan aviation topics. 

April, for example, brought us the story of the first Trans-Canada flight, completed in 1920 by military aviators, 

including Saskatchewanian Jeff Home-Hay, who went on to a long career as a bush pilot. For the May issue, we 

had a pair of articles by Bill Davidson, a flying instructor at RCAF Station Moose Jaw in the late 1950s, in which 

capacity he helped shepherd through RCAF/NATO training the first class of postwar German pilots -- a 

wonderful tale of friendship and reconciliation. 

The June issue contained member Richard Dawson’s article on a possible explanation of a 1955 air crash that 

took the lives of two military pilots. We rounded out several issues with the transcript of a 1943 historical speech 

by one of the founders of the Regina Flying Club, businessman Norman Ruse, including his reminder that a full 

decade before the famous Saskatchewan Air Ambulance service (and 50 years before STARS) there was a private 

air ambulance operation at the Regina airport. 

For our September issue, we had a hilarious piece by the late John Hutt about a certain incident in his days as a 

fighter pilot delivering Sabre jet fighters to the RCAF’s Air Division in western Europe. October brought us a 

reprint of a 1959 article on Saskatchewan’s “flying magistrate”, who spent almost 30 years dispensing his own 

form of compassionate justice in the northern half of this province. In the same issue were member Clarence 

Demchuk’s thoughts on what might have brought down the Avro Avian lightplane flown by Regina aviation icon 

Roland Groome in 1935. 

Rounding out our publication have been monthly historical quizzes compiled by member Dennis Casper and 

several sets of photographs sent to us by long-time local aviation fixture Norm Swayze, now a first officer with 

WestJet. 

We have several other articles in the planning stage, including a career retrospective by Bill Cameron, who 

watched fighter planes roar over Saskatchewan in search of Japanese balloon bombs, and who single-handedly 

staffed the Canadian Pacific Airline station at Prince Albert from 1949 until 1954, at which time he went on to 

bigger and better things with this firm. 

We have also resumed meetings, albeit in a “virtual form” using Zoom software. Member Will Chabun supplied 

two such presentations, the first on the November 2019 “Aviation Nation” airshow at Nellis AFB near Las Vegas 

and the second on the aircraft carrier USS Midway, tied up in San Diego harbour and converted into a naval and 

aviation museum. 

Written by Will Chabun, Executive Member, CAHS Roland Groome (Regina) Chapter 

 

Submitted by Gary Williams 

Chapter President, Roland Groome (Regina) Chapter 

Canadian Aviation Historical Society  
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SASKATCHEWAN AVIATION MUSEUM AND LEARNING CENTRE 
 

Covid 19 has provided the Saskatchewan Aviation Museum and Learning Centre (SAMLC) a few challenges.  

Like many non-profit organizations and small businesses, the SAMLC relies on public support to keep the doors 

open.  During the four-month closure, many major fund-raising opportunities were lost.  The pandemic forced the 

museum to restructure its operations and reduce the museum’s foot print at Hangar 5. 

On the positive side, the pandemic has provided an opportunity to “reinvent” ourselves.  Listed are some of 

initiatives the museum undertook: 

 From June to September over 85 Tiger Moth rides were sold.  Due to the Tiger Moth success, the plan is 

to add an additional aircraft next spring and train an additional three pilots. 

 The City of Saskatoon provided a grant to refurbish the classroom / meeting room.  New lighting, window 

coverings and 65-inch monitor and computer have modernized that space.  The museum is looking 

forward to receiving students and partaking in our Learning Centre. 

 Kinsman Club of Saskatoon provided a grant to refurbish the Learning Centre’s three flight simulators 

with new computers, monitors, desks and hardware.  The simulators are a real hit with all our guests. 

 Each Friday from July to October 23, the museum hosted a BBQ for museum members and Saskatoon 

Airport Authority personnel. This event has proven to be regular stop for many. 

 SAMLC launched a new and exciting web page.  In the next few months new additions will be added to 

the site,  www.saskaviation.ca 

Over the next few months four significant initiatives are under way: Board Strategic Planning workshop, broaden 

and enhance the volunteer base, continue to promote the capital campaign fund raising, and update our Learning 

Centre curricula.  

Although the pandemic has tested the museum, we are financially well positioned to weather the Covid 19 storm. 

With the success of the Tiger Moth program, federal government grant, sale of surplus Tracker parts, private 

donations, proceeds from the gift shop, steady stream of visitors, private donations, hosting workshops and BBQ 

proceeds, we look forward to a successful future. 

Submitted by Jim Jelinski, 

SAMLC Board Chair 

 

http://www.saskaviation.ca/
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Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure (MHI) - 2020 
Operational Highlights 

 
 Fond du Lac – Whitford Construction was awarded the contract to complete the Airports Capital Assistance 

Program (ACAP) project which includes a rehab of the existing runway, taxiway and apron surfaces, as well 

as a complete upgrade to the airfield lighting system going from a low intensity to a high intensity light-

emitting diode (LED) system. Aggregate production is planned for this fall with the actual work on the airport 

scheduled for the summer of 2021. 

 

 Patuanak – brush clearing occurred this past summer. 

 

 Stony Rapids – the installation of the perimeter fence was completed late last fall by a contractor.  

 

 La Loche – replacement of the existing three strand barbed wire perimeter fence with new posts and wire is 

planned to occur this fall.  

 

 Pelican Narrows – brush clearing is planned to occur within the next month. Installation of partial fencing to 

provide better airport security and control unauthorized airport access by vehicle traffic is scheduled to be 

completed by December. The installation of an airfield lighting system is planned for next summer. 

 

 Cumberland House – the taxiway rehab work that was completed last year was very successful. Planning is 

underway to complete a rehab project of the apron using a different procedure on each half of the apron. The 

taxiway and apron will be monitored to determine which treatment will work best to carry out future repairs 

to the runway.  

 

 Sandy Bay – brush clearing is planned to occur within the next month. 

 

 Wollaston Lake – brush cutting is planned to occur within the next few months.  

 

 California Bearing Ratio (CBR) testing was completed at Beauval, Pinehouse Lake, Patuanak and Ile a la 

Crosse airports by CBR Technology in June. More testing is planned for next summer at other MHI airports. 

 

 MHI purchased and installed cameras at the following airports: La Loche, Patuanak, Pinehouse Lake, Buffalo 

Narrows and Pelican Narrows. These additional cameras complement the ones already installed at Fond du 

Lac, Ile a la Crosse, Cumberland House, Hudson Bay, Sandy Bay and Wollaston Lake.  

These cameras are all website based and provide a current picture of the airport environment which is updated 

with a new image every 10 minutes. The cameras can be accessed at http://highways.glmobile.com/airports/ 

 

 Airport Emergency Response Plans – were revised and updated early in 2020 for MHI certified airports. This 

was mainly due in part to the COVID 19 pandemic, since table-top exercises had to be postponed MHI 

decided it would be beneficial to review, revise as needed and distribute the updated manuals to the agencies 

and stakeholders identified in each plan. 

 

 Due to the changes in the width of the runway strip identified in Transport Canada’s Advisory Circular AC 

301-001 Procedures to be followed in order to support Instrument Approach Procedures (IAP) at a non-

certified aerodrome, which references the standards of TP312 5th Edition, the following MHI registered 

aerodromes will have their IAPs removed from Canada Air Pilot (CAP) and inserted into Restricted Canada 

Air Pilot (RCAP): Beauval, La Loche, Patuanak, Pelican Narrows, Pinehouse Lake and Sandy Bay. 

 

  

http://highways.glmobile.com/airports/
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Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure (MHI) - 2020 
Community Airport Partnership (CAP) Program Highlights 

 

 

 The goal of the CAP Program is to provide eligible airports with stable financial assistance.  Funding is used to 

rehab, construct, and improve airport facilities.   

 

 Regional airports play an important role in supporting economic and social development and growth, including 

emergency services.   

 

 Applicants must be willing to partner to fund the proposed project.  Airports will receive funds on a 50/50 cost-

shared basis up to a maximum amount.   

 

 Since the inception of the CAP Program in 2007-08, a total of 38 communities have benefitted from the program 

with a total of more than $9M in grant payments. 

 

 For 2020-21, there were 17 applications received requesting over $1.9M in funding. Fifteen airports will receive 

over $1.5M in funding.  Projects are ranked by an independent CAP Program Review Panel through a merit-

based process with an emphasis on safety. The Panel consists of the President of the Saskatchewan Aviation 

Council (SAC), a representative from the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association, technical experts 

from Regina and Saskatoon airport authorities, and MHI staff.  For 2020-21, additional stimulus funding 

allowed for an increased number of projects than former years.   

 

 For 2020-21, the communities approved for funding included: Esterhazy, Humboldt, Kindersley, Leader, RM 

of Eldon, Maple Creek, Melfort, Moosomin, North Battleford, Prince Albert, Rockglen, Swift Current, Unity, 

Weyburn and Wynyard. 

 

 Communities receiving CAP Program funding for five consecutive years or more include: Kindersley, Moose 

Jaw, Swift Current, and Yorkton.   
 

 Funded projects for 2020-21 include: runway pavement rehab, apron and taxiway resurfacing, sealing, lighting, 

signage, line and number markings, utility relocation, the continued construction of a new runway, and 

restoration of a formerly used airport.  Some projects funded will be delivered over a number of years.   

 

 Since the program’s creation, there have been a total of 223 CAP Program applications with 171 of these 

applications approved.  

 

 This year MHI will make further improvements to the CAP Program and Application Guidelines that were 

updated and approved after they were presented at the SAC’s Wings of Saskatchewan conference on November 

8th, 2019.   
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Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure (MHI) - 2020 
Policy Highlights 

 

 Instituted in 2013, MHI continues to work with aviation stakeholders in the province through the 

Saskatchewan Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC). The committee was established as a result of a 

recommendation from the SAC to have a closer working relationship with the provincial government and 

aviation stakeholders in Saskatchewan.  

 The AAC serves a number of purposes, one of which is to have continuous discussion on aviation issues in 

Saskatchewan and provide an advisory and supportive role to the aviation sector.  

 Since inception, the AAC has identified and realized the completion of several projects at northern airports. 

Projects include: 

o sewer and water project at the Wollaston Lake Airport (2014);  

o web-based cameras and related equipment installed at eleven northern airports (2016-2020);  

o global navigation satellite system instrument procedures for the Cumberland House and Patuanak 

airports (2017), both of which were published by NAV CANADA in the CAP, the official publication 

of instrument approaches; and, 

o installation of an Automated Weather Observing System at the Fond-du-Lac Airport (2018).  

 

 MHI participated in meetings held by the Regina and Saskatoon Airport Authorities (e.g., annual, 

consultative, nominator) as well as Board meetings of SAC. 

 MHI and AAC worked collectively to review various aviation regulatory amendments as they became known. 

Examples include: 

o Review of Transport Canada’s advisory circulars, notice of proposed amendments, interim orders and 

other regulatory changes relating to COVID 19 related exemptions and/or restrictions put in place as a 

result of the pandemic.  

o Assessment of Transport Canada’s instrument flight approach amended procedures that registered 

aerodromes will be required to follow. 

 

 Monitoring of these activities by MHI and AAC is ongoing and both continue to work with Transport Canada 

on issues that impact airports in Saskatchewan. 

 MHI wrote to the Honourable Mark Garneau expressing Saskatchewan’s concern with the impact Transport 

Canada’s Advisory Circular AC 301-001 No. 2 will have on non-registered aerodromes in Saskatchewan and 

submitted a dissent to Civil Aviation Standards, Transport Canada, requesting a more practical and evidence 

based approach be looked at prior to implementing the new criteria. 

 MHI is participating on a De-icing of Aircraft Working Group (WG) to discuss de-icing standards for 

implementation at northern airports. The WG includes representatives from Transport Canada, provincial 

transportation departments, air carriers and other transportation groups such as the Canadian Airports 

Council. 

 MHI worked in cooperation with SAC and the Saskatchewan Business Recovery Team to re-open flight 

training centres in Phase Three of the Re-Open Saskatchewan Plan.  

 MHI continues its allegiances with other aviation stakeholders such as the Aviation Standing Committee that 

is made up of federal, provincial and territorial members. National aviation stakeholders also participate.  

 MHI continues to engage other jurisdictions on aviation-related issues when necessary. 

 

Submitted by Ken Kowalko 
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Saskatchewan Aerial Applicators Association report for SAC AGM 
 

My Term as President was up at our AGM last year so Chad Vanderbyl has been our President. Tanner 

Denesowych is our Vice President and James Pottage is our Secretary Treasure. I am now Past President. 

 

The SAAA executives have been working with AAAA and MAAA to come together this fall to have a joint 

“conference” online due to the Pandemic, hopefully we are back to normal next year. There will be between 4-6 

sessions to attend including separate provincial regulations. All three associations plan to also hold their AGM 

online at this time. Dates of the 2020 Prairie Provinces Joint Conference & AGM are November 24th & 

25th.   There will be no tradeshow portion to the Joint Conference but there are opportunities for sponsorship and 

there will be an on-line Silent Auction. 

 

The summer was busy for most Operators where there was adequate rain, the Southwest was dry and not as busy. 

The Spruce Budworm programs in Quebec and Ontario were cancelled for most of us due to the Pandemic. 

 

The SEAT Program was ready to go with the same aircraft as last year, but they were not called on since there 

were no fires. More aircraft could be available in the future since the Thrush Type Certificate is now approved for 

Fire Suppression. We are waiting for the Air Tractor Type Certificate to be approved for Fire Suppression.  

 

Submitted by Ted Anderson 

 


